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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
YAB PRIME MINISTER TO LEAD MALAYSIAN DELEGATION AT THE APEC 

INFORMAL LEADERS’ RETREAT HELD VIRTUALLY 
 

 
YAB Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd Yassin, Prime Minister, will lead the 

Malaysian delegation at the APEC Informal Leaders’ Retreat scheduled to be held 

virtually on Friday, 16 July 2021. 

 

With Leaders from 21 APEC Economies expected to participate, the Informal Retreat 

serves as an important opportunity for all Economies to demonstrate collective 

responsiveness in working together to safeguard the wellbeing of the people in the 

region as we continue our battle against the COVID-19 pandemic. This is an 

extraordinary event in APEC’s history since it was established in 1989. Traditionally, 

APEC Leaders will meet in November every year for the annual APEC Economic 

Leaders’ Meeting (AELM).  

 
To be chaired by The Right Honourable Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New 

Zealand, the Informal Retreat provides a significant avenue for the Leaders to 

exchange views on potential urgent collaborations in restoring people’s health while 

accelerating economic recovery. This strategic discussion will lay the groundwork for 

their next meeting in November.  

 

The Leaders will engage in an interactive open discussion, centred around the global 

perspective on economic recovery and pandemic mitigation, with invited experts - Ms. 

Kristalina Georgieva, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 

Dr. Michael Ryan, Executive Director of the Health Emergencies Programme, World 

Health Organisation (WHO).  

 

As the APEC Economies are racing against time to rebuild their economies ravaged by 

the pandemic, the Informal Retreat will also enable Leaders to exchange views and 

deliberate on collaborative opportunities that APEC can embark on collectively in 

dealing with the current challenges and moving towards a better future.  
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YAB Prime Minister is expected to highlight Malaysia’s strong views on the imperatives 

to strengthen global collaboration towards equitable, affordable and accessible COVID-

19 vaccines for all as well as the urgent need for closer cooperation in facilitating the 

movement of essential goods, including vaccines. Strategic collaborations among 

APEC Economies in restoring cross-border travel in the Asia-Pacific region to expedite 

economic recovery, is another significant element that will be highlighted by the Prime 

Minister. 

 

At the end of the Informal Retreat, Leaders are expected to adopt an APEC Economic 

Leaders’ Statement that will support a rapid, sustainable and inclusive recovery, that 

leaves nobody behind. 
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About MITI 

MITI is the key driver in making Malaysia the preferred destination for quality 

investments and enhancing the nation's rising status as a globally competitive trading 

nation. Its objectives and roles are oriented towards ensuring Malaysia’s rapid 

economic development and help achieve the country's stated goal of becoming a 

developed nation. 
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